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= HAT Happineſs is | ink; 
gnitely preferable to Miſery, 
is a Truth, which every 
4 intelligent Being will al- 
= low, and every good Be- 
ing will prove by Action. However 
4 diferently Men may conceive about 
other Things, in this they will all 
- unanimouſly agree, as a Point that ad- 
A mits of no Debate. The various Me- 
” & 8 thods 
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4 The Rights and Liberties of 


thods they take to procure Pleaſure 
demonſtrably ſhew they love it above 
Pain. And though they may miſtake _ 
in their Choice of Objects, yet none 
chooſe the latter for its own Sake. 


For this Reaſon it is, that God be- 


ing infinitely Wiſe and Good, and 


uncapable of erring in his Judgment 
of Things, could form Mankind for 


Happineſs only; and could have no 
other View, in creating them, than to 


diffuſe Bounty and Goediieſs among 
them, and communicate ſuch a Va- 
riety of ere as wh be ſuita- 
ble to their compound Nature, To 
ſay that he Pala any of dm for 
Miſery, is to ſay he is neither Bene- 
volent nor Wiſe, ſince that of itſelf, 


could anſwer no wiſe End. Or to af- 


firm that he works upen them like 


Machines, and determines them always 
in their Choice of Things, is to deny 


they are indued with Reaſon or Un- 


der banane or ſubject | either 10 Re- 


wards or Puniſhments. 


: "hat there can be no true Happineſs 
but in the Way of Liberty, is a Truth, 
I believe, next (o Demonſtration, And 


” 


; that 


aan * 


Subjects Vindicated. 5 


that there can be no Liberty without 
Free- agency, is as certain and evident, 
as that Liberty is Freedom. The Plea- 


ſure we receive from external Objects, 
muſt be ſuited to the Appetite we in- 


tend to gratify. And that which re- 
ſults from the Actions of our Lives, 
whenever we would have it intenſe or 
durable, muſt be ſuppoſed adapted to 
to our reaſonable Faculties, and to 


i 


ſpring from a Conſciouſneſs of having 


done well. But, if we had no Liberty 


to chooſe in either refpect, we could 
have no Reliſh of Pleaſure or Happi- 


neſs. 


Upon theſe Accounts the Divine 


Ez Being, through his innate Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs, formed Mankind naturally 
free, that they might perceive theDit- 
ference between Good and-Evil; and 
that the Happineſs he deſigned them, 


here and hereafter, might, in ſome 
Meaſure, depend upon the right Exer- 


ciſe of their Faculties, and the wiſe 
Choice they made of ſuch Objects, as 
they might be converſant among. And 
therefore as he formed them after ſuch. 
a Manner, they muſt all have a natural 


Claim to Liberty, an equal Right to 


perſue 


6 The. Rights and Liberties of 

perſue Happineſs, and to take ſuch 
Methods for the Security of both, as 
in their own Nature are re equitable and 


| juſt. | 


Hence i it is, thar they being ſenſible 
of this Truth, and knowing the kind 
Intentions of the Deity concerning 
them, have commonly formed them- 
ſelves into Civil Societies, that th 
might ſecure the Privileges of their 
Free- born Nature, from all Attempts 
that might be made to Invade them. 
And knowing that theſe might be im- 
proved to Advantage, have generally 
elected ſome proper Perſon or Perſons, 
to whom they commit the Government 
of their Affairs; whom they intruſt 
with their common Power, and ſup- 
port out of their common Expences, 
for their general Advantage and Wer 
fare. 


Every erte thus formed, is to be 
conſidered as a Body Politick, wherein 
all the Members are to conſult the 
Good of the Whole, and not do any 
thing might damage any Part, how- 
ever it might tend to their own pri- 


vate Benefit, And as s each one may 
be 


Subjects Vindicated. 7 
be ſuppoſed to have a Share in the 
Choice of ſuch Perſon or Perſons as 
by publick Conſent are authorized to 
Govern; as he truſts them with his 
Power, and contributes to their Sup- 
port ; he has, in Conſequence of thar, 
while he behaves well, a Claim not on- 
ly to Protection and Defence, and to 
be ſecured from Injury, Violence and 
Oppreſſion; but alſo to partake of all 
7 ſuch Advantages, as accrue from the 
Government ſo erected and maintain- 


. ed; and as are common to others of 


the ſame Society. Nor is there any 
thing, but an Evidence of an injuri- 
- ous Behaviour, can cut him off from 
it, or, juſtly deprive him of it. 


Mean time we are not to imagine, 
tkhat every individual Perſon, who is a 
Member of the Community, and a 
Good Subject, muſt be preferred to 
Poſts of Honour or Profit, or intruſt- 
ed with the ordering of publick Affairs; 
for that, in the Nature of Things, is 
not poſſible; or if it were it might 
ſometimes be imprudent, ſince Honeſt 
alone is not a ſufficient Qualification; 
and ſince it is not material to a So- 
ciety, whether a Man through Indo- 
1 lence 


. 


B Thr Rights and Liberties o 
lence or Deſign miſmanages a Truſt, 
providing in Reality he does not ma- 
nage it. That there ſhould be ſorne 
inferiour Stations in Life, is as reaſon- 
able and fit, as there ſhould be others 
ſuperiour. Perſons in both need each 
others Aſſiſtance; and their Intereſts 
ought not to be looked upon as oppoſite. 
And, as Government is neceflary ts 
- the Welfare of a People, it is requi- 
i} fire there be different Claſſes of ſupreme 
and ſubordinate Rulers in it, for rhe 
better accompliſhing the Deſigns of 
it, and facilitating tht Management 
| of publick Affairs, which, otherwiſe, 
l could not be done to Advantage. Bur 
all cannot be Magiſtrates; nor ad- 
vancd to Offices of Dignity and Ho- 
it nour. To ſuppoſe ſuch a thing would 
ll be as abſurd, as to expect or look for 
it, would be ridiculous, The Princi- 
ple, then, which I have laid down, 
: will nor, I believe, be underſtood in 
N ſuch a large and unlimited Senſe, as 
| if every Citizen or Member of a So- 
l ciety, who behaves well or does the 
if Duty of a Subject, ſhould, for that ve- 
| ry Reaſon, be preferred or advanced, 
U But only, that no one in it, who an- 
ſwers 
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9 " Sabjettt Vindicated, 9 
wers this Character, whoſe Capacit) 
is equal to His Neig hbour's; and who 
is well qualified 3 ſerving his King 
and Country, ſhoutd be debarred or 
excluded from it, for his Religious 


| Sentiments; unleſs they are dangerous 


to the Publick Welfare: But he ought 
to have an equal Chance with others; 
as he ſtands upon the ſane Founda- 
tion of Claims. 


The Rights of Subjects to cheit 
| 1 132 are natural, be- 
cauſe the Lord of Nature allows them. 
And their Rights to thoſe which are 
ſpiritual, are natural, becauſe the 
- ſame Indulgent Parent grants them, 
Neither of them owe their 45 
to the Deciſions of the Majority; be- 
cauſe Nature is prior to any Civil Con- 
ſtitiuton, and Men are firſt in their 


3 natural Capacity, before they incor= 


| porate in Ne eighbourhood and Com- 
merce, or form any Scheme of G0. 
g vernment among them. 


The Primary Deſign of Authotiry 
and Laws, is to maintain the Privileges 
| of the Society, who affociate on Sw 

Foundation of natural Equality; an 
5 B either 
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1 The'Rights and Liberties of 


either to advance-each Member to, or 
ſecure him in the Poſſeſſion of his 
Rights. So that if any Perſon invades 
another's Property, whether by Ra- 
pine or Violence, Oppreſſion or Fraud, 
or by any other unwarrantable Me- 


thods; the ſame Authority can puniſh 
him for it: And this very Puniſhment 
is founded in Juſtice ; as tis intended 


to ſecure the Happineſs of the whole 


Body, which all it's good Members 


have a natural Claim to, and for the 


Preſervation of which they unite 


their reſpective Intereſts. But the 


Rights themſelves are centred in E- 


quity (which is an independent thing,) 


and can only receive a Sanction from 
the Civil Power, ſo far as they appear 


to be valid in themſelves. And with- 


out this Conceſſion, it would neceſ- 


ſarily follow, either that no Laws or 
Statutes could be juſt, though they 
might bear the Stamp of Authority; 
or elſe, that all enacted by a former 
Authority, be they ever ſo pernicious 
in their Nature and Tendency, ſhould 


be looked upen as ſacred and immu- 


table, and incapable of being repeal- 
ed by a ſubſequent Legiſlature. 5 
which would not only reflect upon 


oth 
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4 Subject Vindicated. 11 
the beſt Government in the World; 
but would alſo ſo limit them in the 
Exerciſe of their Power, that they 
could nos employ it for the Publick 


. 


Good. 


it + Hence it follows, that Government 
dis not (as the Author of The Diſpute 
e Adjuſted, fooliſhly aſſerts) founded on 
the Abridgment of natural Rights, 
but upon theſe conſidered in their full 
Extent, it being the Right of every 
good Subject to bear a Part in erecting | 
itz; as he diſcovers no Defigns, and 
) maintains no Principles that are de- 
3 _ ftructive to the Society, Whereas if 
any one diſcovers ſuch Deſigns, or | 
maintains ſuch Principles, or gives Oc- 
— _ caſion to ſuſpect his Capacity for Ser- 
vice, he cannot poflibly have any ſuch 
natural Right, but is cut off from it by 
the Laws of Equity, and therefore may 
_ be incapacitated by the Laws of the 
Community. And this is the Reaſon 
why a Pap#ft is diſabled from enjoying 
ſuch Privileges as are common to o- 
thers. It is not merely becauſe he is 
not a Churchman, but becauſe his Prin- 
ciples make him a profeſſed Enemy to 
the Society, and prove him * 
„„ but 


: : " | | 
32 The Rights and Liberties of | 
but rather a Rebel. And therefore as © 


9 


. 


it is juſt in the Law to deny it him un- 


til his changing his N entitles 
E 


Reaſon too, 


him to it. And this is t 
why ſome Proteſtants, are diſqualified 
for being Repreſentatives of their 
Country. It is not, ſure, becauſe they 
are Proteſtants, but becauſe their low 
Circumſtances incapacitate them for 
Service, and render them obnoxious to 


Bribery and Corruption, and liable to 


betray, or atleaſt ta miſmanage a Truſt, 
which they have no Right to diſpoſe 
of as they pleaſe, when it might vaſt- 


ly prejudice thoſe they would repreſent. 


And therefore they are cut off by the 
Law of Equity, which the Civil Pow- 
er may inforce by Authority. Nor is 


there any Abridgment of natural Rights 


in either of theſe. Much leſs are 
they Caſes in the leaſt parallel to what 
the Adjuſter compares them, as any un- 
prejudiced Perſon will eaſily perceive. 
For the not receiving the Sacrament 
in the Church; cannot incapacite any 
Man from ſerving his Country; nor 
deprive him of any natural Right. 


Whereas either his being a Papiſt, or 


being in law Circumſtances, may unfit 
ng in lo. 1 | bim 
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Subjects Findicated. 13 
him for ſeveral Offices or Poſts, and 


cut him off from any Claim to them, 


until he is poſſeſſed of ſuch Qualifica- 
tions as in the Nature of Things put 


him into a 1 aged of 3 


them. 


I muſt aſſure this N A ap- 
pear to be a Papiſt, or ſomething work) 
that on theſe Principles, which I have 
advanced, our preſent Conſtitution is 
entirely founded, is built as on the 
ermeſt Baſis, rad reſts as ſafe as it is 
happy and glorious, 


'To theſe 8 under God) 
are owing our Profperity and Free- 
dom, and all the Advantages we en- 
joy beyond other Nations, which 
make us the Envy of all Europe, and 


a Te error to the whole World about 
Vs. 


Nay, to theſs » (bertel B wang and 

magnanimous Heroes) not only our 
own publick and private Felicity is 
to be attributed; but that alſo which 
the World partakes of. All it's Inha- 
bitants taſte the Fruits of our Liber- 
ty, ſubſiſt, in ſome meaſure, by our 
extenſive 
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14 The Rights and Liberties of 


extenſive Freedom, which we ins 


prove into Principles of Generoſity 
and Benevolence, and diffuſe among 


them with a bounteous Hand. 


And, therefore, I think we may 


juſtly infer,) let the Adjuſter think 
what he ' pleaſes) that, if ever there 
ſhould be a Change of Government, 


and the Papiſts ſhould gain the Ma- 


ſtery over us, obliging us to unreaſo- 


nable Terms of Communion, as a 
Teſt of Orthodoxy, or a Civil Qua- 


lification, without complying where- 
0 | * a 11 
with we muſt -forfeit our Immunities, 


and be locked upon as having no 
Claim to them; their Methods of 


treating us would be very unfair, and 


contrary to all the Rules of Juſtice, 


Yer, if ever they got uppermoſt 


they would undoubtedly take ſuch 
Merhods with us, make a Monopoly 


of Common Rights, and confine them 
wholly ta their own Party, becauſe 


they reckon themſelves the Church. 
Now wauld not this be very unreaſo- 
nable in them and contrary to every 


Thing that is Civil ar Humane? Moſt 
ie 58 certainly 
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Subjects Vindicated, 1; 
= certainly it would. For why ſhould 
they imagine that we muſt think or 
believe juſt as they do, or that our 
Principles ſhould exactly chime with 
2 theirs? There is no Reaſon, ſure, to 
expect it from us. Nor can any of 
them, even the Pope himſelf, have 
2 Right to demand it. Our Under- 
: ſtandings are as much our Property 
as our Eſtates; and they might as 
well pretend to deprive us of the Uſe 
of the latter, as of the former. And 
therefore their propoſing publick Or- 
der and Peace, and the Advancement 
of Religion in their National Church, 
could never juſtify them in eſtabliſn- 
ing it, upon Terms which would de- 
ſtroy our proper Privileges; becauſe 
theſe can no more depend. upon a 
Conformity of our Sentiments (while 
they are innocent) to thoſe of a Ma- 
jority or a Party, than they can upon 
the Reſemblance of our Faces, or the 
Similarity of our Noſes with their's. 
This the Adjuſter might eaſily ſee, if 
he regarded any thing that is juſt or 
3 honourable, 
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16 The Rights and Liberties of 


As every Man receiv'd his Being 


from God, and was diſtinguiſh'd by 


him from the brutal World, he's ac- 
countable to him for his whole Con- 
duct, and anſwerable to him alohe for 


his Religion. Upon the good or bad 


Improvement he makes of his Facul- 
ties, his Happineſs or Miſery; hereaf- 


ter, muſt depend. And accordingly 
as he obeys the Voice of Reaſon and 


Conſcience, fo muſt it eternally fare 
with him. But as God alone will be 
his Judge; as future Happineſs is of 
the higheſt Importance to him, and 
infinitly preferable to all temporal In- 
tereſts; therefore Religion muſt be his 
chief Concern, and ſhou'd be always 
allow'd him as a Matter of free Choice; 
ſince it is as much his Claim, as any 


| other thing he can, pofſibly, be inti- 
ted: to, or poſſefs d of. And conſe- 


quently it woud be ungenerous, to ſay 


no worſe, to force or ever tempt him 
either to give up one right, or to de- 
prive him of another. | 


"Tis poſlible, they might tell us, 


that Religion ought to be their princi- 


pal care, the Church of God always 
1 protected, 
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Subjects Vindicated. — 
rotected, and the Laws of the Land 


on its Side, and in its Favour. And 


this is really no more than Truth, 


and what many of us would frankly 
allow. But certain it is, at the fame 


time, that Perſons of every Denomi- 


nation whatever, whether Chriſtians 


or Infidels, who are ſincere in their 
Sentiments, unbiaſs'd in their Judg- 


3 ments, and virtuous in their Practice, 
do all belong to the Church of God, 
and in ſome Senſe might be ſaid to be 


Believers. And my Reaſons for this 


> Aﬀertion are, that they, who live u 

to this good Character, make the beſt 
7 Uſe of their own Underſtandings they 
can, which the Goſpel was intended 


4 to bring them to, and which could be 
the only Deſign of any Revelation; 
and withall they act agreeably to their 


HBelief of Things, which are the Terms 


of Acceptance . mee in the Goſpel, 
and the only Qualification for the Di- 


vine Favour. And as the Scriptures 
allow a bare Belief to be of no Impor- 


3 trance, without a Converſation anſwer- 
able to it, therefore it muſt be a Man's 
Practice that chiefly recommends him. 
Conſequently, every one who acts an 
honeſt Part, who rationally and im- 


. partially 


8 


18 The Rights and Liberties of 


partially judges of Things, and lives a 

good Life, is equally with others in- 
citled to the Favour of God, fince he . 
believes all that any Being could re- 3 


quire of him. 


Beſides, the Church and Religion 1 

in this Reſpect, are one, though Mens 1 
Y private Sentiments be ever ſo diffe- 
rent; ſince every Perſon acts accord- 
ing to his own Judgment, which could 
only be the Caſe, if all were of one 
Mind, or were ever ſo Unanimous' in 


their Way of Thinking. And for 


theſe and other Reaſons, that I could 
mention, it is ſtrange and ſurprizing, } 
methinks, that the Adjuſter, and o- 
thers of the Papiſis who live among 
us, and have ſo great Opportunities 


op Improvement, ſhould entertain ſo 


unworthy Notions of the Deity and 
Religion, as to imagine the Church 
is confined to a Party. What is this 
but making an Idol of Stone, and 
| ppg. the Works of their own! 
Hands? We are now, bleſſed be God, 
free from their Iron Yoke, not ſub- 


ject to their Authority; but are eſta· 


nom 


bliſhed on Principles of genuine Li. 
berty, which makes us the Glory ol 
the whole Univerſe, and our OEco- 
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nomy to bear the neareſt Reſem- 


blance to Heaven's. Nor is there, 
ſcarce, any Thing wanting to com- 
plete our Felicity, but that which 1 
ſhall now briefly mention, and which, 


7 if rectified, would perfectly finiſh it. 


We have, . a conſiderable Time, 


even ſince the Twenty- fifth Year of 
F King Charles II, been under Obliga- 
tions which tho' defi gn'd for our 
3 Good, do really tend to our Diſad- 
vantage upon the whole, and are a 
ſort of Embarraſsments upon the beſt 
Subjects. I need not be more parti- 
a ler: in my Account of this Affair, 
© becauſe, I am perſuaded, every one ; 
| underſtands 5, 


How lamentable is it, that a Cler- 
gyman who may be ſuppoſed to un- 
derſtand his Matter” s Will, and know 
Chriſt's End in dying for the World, 


is obliged, againſt Reaſon and Con- 


{ ſcience, to give the Sacrament to Re- 


probates, purely becauſe he is ordered to 
do it? Or how great a Profanation muſt 
it be of the Ordinance that he muſt be 


f L to adminiſter it to a downright 


nbeliever, when he thinks he ought 
„ . not 


PAY | 
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not to be admitted to it? Muſt it not 


be a deadly Sting to his tender Con- 
ſcience, and rob him of his inward 
Neace and Repole; nay, of all the 
Happineſs and Liberty, which by the 
Laws of Nature and of God, he is in- 
titled to? Undoubtedly it muſt. For 


tho I am of Opinion, (and ſay it 


for the Good of Chriſtians in gene- 
ral, and the poor Clergy in particu- 
lar) that any Perſon who defires the 
Sacrament at their Hands, be he ever 
ſo immoral in his Life, ſhould have it 
given him, the principal Intent of 


it being to perpetuate the Memory of 


the Death of Chriſt, who died to con- 
firm the Revelation he gave us, and 
ſuffered in the Cauſe of Virtue for our 
Imitation of his Example, which a 
wicked Man has moſt Reaſon to imi- 
tate; yet as every one cannot, per- 
haps, have the ſame Faith with me, 
nor the ſame Clearneſs to do what I 
could, tis pity he ſhould be obliged ta 
* a Dioceſan contrary to his own 
Perſuaſion of the Thing. It were bet- 
ter for him there were no Eſtabliſh- 


ment,than thus to be eſtabliſh'd in Con- 


finement and. Miſery. And I wonder ; 
indeed, that the SY in generat (at 3 


leaſt 


* * . - | 
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leaſt the inferiour Part of them) do 
not give in their humble Petition, that 


the Teſt Ad may be repealed, and that 


they may be freed from the great In- 


cumbrances and Uneaſineſſes they ſuf- 


fer by it. But, 


Ic is ſtill more deplorable, chat a 


Perſon who is a Chriſtian by Profeſ- 
ſion, a Proteſtant in Principles, and 


diſſents from the Church, only, for 


her Ceremonies, which he cannot 


ſafely comply withall, ſhall for that 


very Reaſon be cut off from his Share 
of Common Rights, or be marked 
with a Stigma of Diſloyalty, when 


' he is a Staunch Friend ta the preſent 


Conſtitution. This cannot be con- 
formable to the Religion of Jeſus, nor 
agreeable to that Juſtice and Cha- 
rity, Lenity and Forbearance, which it 
earneſtly recommends; and that gentle 


and good Spirit which it every where 
breaths, On the contrary 'tis puniſh- 
ing Perſons for acting according to their 


Conſciences, which no Power in Hea- 
ven or Earth can warrant. But, 


| DO it will be ſaid, that they 
who diſſent from the Church or don't 
5 | conform 
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conform. to hex rules are not puniſhys ; 
but all good Subjects are allow dLiber- 
ty of, Conſcience, and to think and 


66˙mw„ % 4 


ſpeak their own Sentiments without 1 
being, in the leaſt moleſted, or di- 
ſturb d for it. 5 SR 


: * 


N 


And, in anſwer w this. we may ob- 
bins, it is n and Ans, Hs | 


„ + 74 


q ON wa is "ne | art of the, 3 7 
q © - Remove the one and you give him the 
1 other, or, give him one, and you take 
1 away, tother. This, 1 believe, gan, 
1 admit of no. diſpute. But every Re-ẽ̃ 
3 trenchment of common Rights, or che L 
| monopolizing them to one Party, is a 
. Kind of Puniſhment which the Be- 
3 pri ived ſuffer. It prevents them from 
ER enjoying that Pleaſure and Happineſs 
= wich they might receive by them, or, 
even, by the Hopes of them, both which 
fuch. Retrenchments entirely fruſtrate. 
And if they do nothing ar all to for- 
feit them, then, ſuch Puniſhment 1s 
ery unjuſt. Now, this is exactly jthe 


1 Ls Te 


Cale of the Diſſenters at preſent; and 4 
a melancholy Caſe it is, upon feveral = 
ene They are excluded the Be- 

nefit 
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'J hefit'of ſonie natural Rights, becauſe 
chey will not conſent to part with o: 
chers; which, they imagihe, is not a- | 8 „ 
greeable to the Laws of Equity, - 
ſpecially When it throws ſuch gla- 
ring Reflections on them and fingles 
them out as Enemies to the State. 
{ And though 1 love the Eſtabliſh- 
cd Church as well as any Man, yet 
I cannot but ſay, the Diſſenters have 
ſome Ground for Complaint, They 
s © "have always behav'd like Good Sub- 
jects, and been active and cordial in 
1 the Cauſe of Liberty, which is the 
A2rand Support of our preſent Conſti- 


1 tien And therefore it is pity they 
ſhould be ſo ſtinted in the Fruits of 
Bu their own Labour, of taſte ſo little of 
JH Happineſs we enjoy. If Clarke'or 
Mooblaſton were living, they" would ſay 
this is acting contrary to Reaſon and 
Truth; (And tho they are dead they 
yet ſpeak | it to us) betavle tis treating 
thoſe like dangerous and profeſs'd 
Enemies, who ſhould be valued, and 
1 eſteem d, and encourag'd as, in Truth 
F they are, the firmeſt Friends we have. 


I know it has been alledped, that 
the 7% Act has been the Security of 
the Church; and whenever it is repeal- 


ed, 


4 
[ 
| 
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found to be the Diſcredit and Ruin of 


at any time have an Indulgence for 
it? And does it not make the Diſſenters 


table Body, that denies Liberty and 


| not ſo Chargeable with it, and that is 
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ed, the Church will be in Danger: But * 
this cannot poſſibly be made appear to 
be true. On the contrary, it will be 


it. And by the Church here, I ſhall, 


for the Sake of one Party mean, only, | 
the Eftabliſh'd Church. And what _ 
Service, I pray, has the Te At dont 
it? Has it not crowded it with Num- 
bers of Perſons, like the Adjufter, with * 
popiſh Souls in proteſtant Bodies, who 
could ſee it ſunk down the StygranLake | 


and who make noScruple of conforming 


to her Rules, becauſe they believe they 


on ſome accounts prejudic'd againſt 
her, and look upon her as an unchari- 


Property to her Neighbours? For tho“ 
it might be ſaid, that the Church is 


the Civil Power has order'd things to 
be as they are; yet while there are ſo 
many B--ps in P---t whoſe Power and 


Influence are ſo extenſive the Church 


(tho' the beft part woud rejoyce at the 


News of a Repeal) will always bear ö 
the blame of it; and the Diſſenters 


will think they ſuffer by her. Where- 
. 1 as 


K* 
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as if their grievances, in this reſpect, 
were redrele 

have a better Opinion of the Church, 
but wou'd Love her Miniſters as they 
do their Own, and make very little | 
diſt inction between them. 


sd, they woud not only 


After all, it is a melancholy Reflecti- 


on that theChriſtian Sacrament, which 
was intended to mind us of our Obli- 
gations to the Deity, and to improve 
us in the Practice of Moral Virtue, 


ſhould be proſtituted to the low Pur- 
poſes of ſecular Inteteſts. This is very 


contrary to the Inſtitution of it. It 
2 is: inverting the very Order and Na- 
ture of Things; making the future 
World ſubſervient, or rather inferiour 
to the preſent; and Heaven itſelf a 


Handmaid to Earth. 
5 


Religion (which I firmly believe of 
divine Original) is the great Profana- 
tion of this Ordinance, It cauſes ma- 


ny, when they lee it uſed as a Teft, 
imagine it nothing but a political En- 


ine, no ways binding the Conſciences 


of Men, but as their temporal Intereſt 
leads them. Nay, it is certainly the 
D Occaſion 


: — 
= _— — — © rage hy — — — 
- < »* ” _ = 
- —— —— — — — — — —_ ” . — 3 w 
— —— = 


26 The Rights and Liberties of 

Occaſion of the Growth both of Popery 
and Dein; cecauſe wherever Men ſee 
it thus proſtituted to every mean and 
common Uſe, it confirms them in 
their Belief there is nothing in Reli- 
gion; which makes them take up with 
any Scheme of it, when they Lave a 


Proſpect of Pleaſure or Gain. And this 
leads them on to a Diſſolution of Man- 
ners, Contempt of moral Obligations, 


and all the Wickedneſs which deſtroys 


Society, to the great Diſhonour of Al- 
mighty God, and the vaſt Diſcredit of 


the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


And now let any Man judge, if ſuch * 
a Thing can be the Security of a2 


Church, which is ſo deſtructive of 


Virtue and Happineſs: Which tempts 
ſome Men to ſin againſt Light, others 
to violate the Laws of Conſcience; 
ſome to contemn every thing that is 
ſacred, others to believe there is no 
Religion. Let him diveſt himſelf of 
all Prejudices of Bigotry and Party, 
Education and Intereſt, and let him 


judge impartially of the Nature and 


Conſequences of it; and, I am per- 


ſwaded, he will find it the Bane of 


Chriſtianity. 21-3) | 
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3 For. theſe Reaſons which I have 
(and others I might have) advanc'd, 
many in the Church deſire the Repeal 
of it. They ſee the ſeveral Grie- 
2 vances which now attend it; and are 
under no Apprehenſions of Panger, 
in caſe it were null'd. They know 
our Lawgivers to be Men of Renown, 


- 


and ſufficiently qualified to defend 
them from Popery, by ſubſtituting a- 
nother Act in lieu of the Teſt, 


And, therefore, I think it need be 
no Diſpute with any Man, or Society 
of Men, whether or no they ſhould, 
2 puſh for the Repeal of it; or whe- 
cher now is a proper Time for it. Of 
this the Legiſlature are the. beſt Judges, 
and can only know it when it comes 
before them. Yet, ſomg Men are al- 
ways as timorous of Puſhing, as if 
they had a deſperate Adverſary before 
them, and dreaded the Danger of a 
Home- thruſt. But 


If ever there can be a proper time for 
the Tryal of this affair, tis certainly now, 
when we are not diſturb'd with the 

; noiſe 
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Abit of War abroad, nor with a facti- 


ous and Party Spirit at home, but en- 
perfect Tranquility and Peace, 


5 apd are eafie and quiet amon 1909 5 
n 


ave ſuch 
Noble and Illuſtrious Senators who are 


as Remarkable for their Love of Liber- * 
ty, as they are Celebrated for their \ 
Gafchnzie Wiſdom and Vigilance, A 
and wb concern for the Publick | 2 
Welfare. > 


d when, beides, we 


80 had Ar can 68 Be 707 1 
no deferring it, but what will eter- Y 
nally appear as plauſible ; as Now. Ter, | 


us therefore ſtand faſt in this true faith; 
quit ourſelves like, Men when we are 
call'd to it; and be ſtrong in a „Cl 
on e = much e | 
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